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INTRODUCTION 

The House Committee on Ways and Means has scheduled a committee markup of H.R. 
637, a bill to make permanent the rule allowing certain tax-free distributions from individual 
retirement accounts for charitable purposes, on February 4, 2015.  This document,1 prepared by 
the staff of the Joint Committee on Taxation, provides a description of the bill.  

 

                                                            
1  This document may be cited as follows: Joint Committee on Taxation, Description of H.R. 637, A Bill to 

Make Permanent the Rule Allowing Certain Tax-free Distributions from Individual Retirement Accounts for 
Charitable Purposes (JCX-6-15), February 3, 2015.  This document can also be found on the Joint Committee on 
Taxation website at www.jct.gov.     
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A. Tax-Free Distributions from Individual Retirement Plans for Charitable Purposes 
(sec. 408(d)(8) of the Code) 

Present Law 

In general 

If an amount withdrawn from a traditional individual retirement arrangement (“IRA”) or 
a Roth IRA is donated to a charitable organization, the rules relating to the tax treatment of 
withdrawals from IRAs apply to the amount withdrawn and the charitable contribution is subject 
to the normally applicable limitations on deductibility of such contributions.  An exception 
applies in the case of a qualified charitable distribution. 

Charitable contributions 

In computing taxable income, an individual taxpayer who itemizes deductions generally 
is allowed to deduct the amount of cash and up to the fair market value of property contributed to 
the following entities:  (1) a charity described in section 170(c)(2); (2) certain veterans’ 
organizations, fraternal societies, and cemetery companies;2 and (3) a Federal, State, or local 
governmental entity, but only if the contribution is made for exclusively public purposes.3  The 
deduction also is allowed for purposes of calculating alternative minimum taxable income.    

The amount of the deduction allowable for a taxable year with respect to a charitable 
contribution of property may be reduced depending on the type of property contributed, the type 
of charitable organization to which the property is contributed, and the income of the taxpayer.4 

A taxpayer who takes the standard deduction (i.e., who does not itemize deductions) may 
not take a separate deduction for charitable contributions.5 

A payment to a charity (regardless of whether it is termed a “contribution”) in exchange 
for which the donor receives an economic benefit is not deductible, except to the extent that the 
donor can demonstrate, among other things, that the payment exceeds the fair market value of 
the benefit received from the charity.  To facilitate distinguishing charitable contributions from 
purchases of goods or services from charities, present law provides that no charitable 
contribution deduction is allowed for a separate contribution of $250 or more unless the donor 
obtains a contemporaneous written acknowledgement of the contribution from the charity 
indicating whether the charity provided any good or service (and an estimate of the value of any 

                                                            
2  Secs. 170(c)(3)-(5). 

3  Sec. 170(c)(1). 

4  Secs. 170(b) and (e). 

5  Sec. 170(a).  



3 

such good or service provided) to the taxpayer in consideration for the contribution.6  In addition, 
present law requires that any charity that receives a contribution exceeding $75 made partly as a 
gift and partly as consideration for goods or services furnished by the charity (a “quid pro quo” 
contribution) is required to inform the contributor in writing of an estimate of the value of the 
goods or services furnished by the charity and that only the portion exceeding the value of the 
goods or services may be deductible as a charitable contribution.7 

Under present law, total deductible contributions of an individual taxpayer to public 
charities, private operating foundations, and certain types of private nonoperating foundations 
generally may not exceed 50 percent of the taxpayer’s contribution base, which is the taxpayer’s 
adjusted gross income for a taxable year (disregarding any net operating loss carryback).  To the 
extent a taxpayer has not exceeded the 50-percent limitation, (1) contributions of capital gain 
property to public charities generally may be deducted up to 30 percent of the taxpayer’s 
contribution base, (2) contributions of cash to most private nonoperating foundations and certain 
other charitable organizations generally may be deducted up to 30 percent of the taxpayer’s 
contribution base, and (3) contributions of capital gain property to private foundations and 
certain other charitable organizations generally may be deducted up to 20 percent of the 
taxpayer’s contribution base. 

Contributions by individuals in excess of the 50-percent, 30-percent, and 20-percent 
limits generally may be carried over and deducted over the next five taxable years, subject to the 
relevant percentage limitations on the deduction in each of those years. 

In general, a charitable deduction is not allowed for income, estate, or gift tax purposes if 
the donor transfers an interest in property to a charity (e.g., a remainder) while also either 
retaining an interest in that property (e.g., an income interest) or transferring an interest in that 
property to a noncharity for less than full and adequate consideration.8  Exceptions to this general 
rule are provided for, among other interests, remainder interests in charitable remainder annuity 
trusts, charitable remainder unitrusts, and pooled income funds, and present interests in the form 
of a guaranteed annuity or a fixed percentage of the annual value of the property.9  For such 
interests, a charitable deduction is allowed to the extent of the present value of the interest 
designated for a charitable organization. 

                                                            
6  Sec. 170(f)(8).  For any contribution of a cash, check, or other monetary gift, no deduction is allowed 

unless the donor maintains as a record of such contribution a bank record or written communication from the donee 
charity showing the name of the donee organization, the date of the contribution, and the amount of the contribution.  
Sec. 170(f)(17). 

7  Sec. 6115. 

8  Secs. 170(f), 2055(e)(2), and 2522(c)(2). 

9  Sec. 170(f)(2). 
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IRA rules 

Within limits, individuals may make deductible and nondeductible contributions to a 
traditional IRA.  Amounts in a traditional IRA are includible in income when withdrawn (except 
to the extent the withdrawal represents a return of nondeductible contributions).  Certain 
individuals also may make nondeductible contributions to a Roth IRA (deductible contributions 
cannot be made to Roth IRAs).  Qualified withdrawals from a Roth IRA are excludable from 
gross income.  Withdrawals from a Roth IRA that are not qualified withdrawals are includible in 
gross income to the extent attributable to earnings.  Includible amounts withdrawn from a 
traditional IRA or a Roth IRA before attainment of age 59-½ are subject to an additional 10-
percent early withdrawal tax, unless an exception applies.  Under present law, minimum 
distributions are required to be made from tax-favored retirement arrangements, including IRAs.  
Minimum required distributions from a traditional IRA must generally begin by April 1 of the 
calendar year following the year in which the IRA owner attains age 70-½.10 

If an individual has made nondeductible contributions to a traditional IRA, a portion of 
each distribution from an IRA is nontaxable until the total amount of nondeductible contributions 
has been received.  In general, the amount of a distribution that is nontaxable is determined by 
multiplying the amount of the distribution by the ratio of the remaining nondeductible 
contributions to the account balance.  In making the calculation, all traditional IRAs of an 
individual are treated as a single IRA, all distributions during any taxable year are treated as a 
single distribution, and the value of the contract, income on the contract, and investment in the 
contract are computed as of the close of the calendar year. 

In the case of a distribution from a Roth IRA that is not a qualified distribution, in 
determining the portion of the distribution attributable to earnings, contributions and 
distributions are deemed to be distributed in the following order:  (1) regular Roth IRA 
contributions; (2) taxable conversion contributions;11 (3) nontaxable conversion contributions; 
and (4) earnings.  In determining the amount of taxable distributions from a Roth IRA, all Roth 
IRA distributions in the same taxable year are treated as a single distribution, all regular Roth 
IRA contributions for a year are treated as a single contribution, and all conversion contributions 
during the year are treated as a single contribution. 

Distributions from an IRA (other than a Roth IRA) are generally subject to withholding 
unless the individual elects not to have withholding apply.12  Elections not to have withholding 
apply are to be made in the time and manner prescribed by the Secretary. 

                                                            
10  Minimum distribution rules also apply in the case of distributions after the death of a traditional or Roth 

IRA owner. 

11  Conversion contributions refer to conversions of amounts in a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA. 

12  Sec. 3405. 
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Qualified charitable distributions 

Otherwise taxable IRA distributions from a traditional or Roth IRA are excluded from 
gross income to the extent they are qualified charitable distributions.13  The exclusion may not 
exceed $100,000 per taxpayer per taxable year.  Special rules apply in determining the amount of 
an IRA distribution that is otherwise taxable.  The otherwise applicable rules regarding taxation 
of IRA distributions and the deduction of charitable contributions continue to apply to 
distributions from an IRA that are not qualified charitable distributions.  A qualified charitable 
distribution is taken into account for purposes of the minimum distribution rules applicable to 
traditional IRAs to the same extent the distribution would have been taken into account under 
such rules had the distribution not been directly distributed under the qualified charitable 
distribution provision.  An IRA does not fail to qualify as an IRA as a result of qualified 
charitable distributions being made from the IRA.   

A qualified charitable distribution is any distribution from an IRA directly by the IRA 
trustee to an organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A) (generally, public charities) other 
than a supporting organization (as described in section 509(a)(3)) or a donor advised fund (as 
defined in section 4966(d)(2)).  Distributions are eligible for the exclusion only if made on or 
after the date the IRA owner attains age 70-½ and only to the extent the distribution would be 
includible in gross income (without regard to this provision).   

The exclusion applies only if a charitable contribution deduction for the entire 
distribution otherwise would be allowable (under present law), determined without regard to the 
generally applicable percentage limitations.  Thus, for example, if the deductible amount is 
reduced because of a benefit received in exchange, or if a deduction is not allowable because the 
donor did not obtain sufficient substantiation, the exclusion is not available with respect to any 
part of the IRA distribution.   

If the IRA owner has any IRA that includes nondeductible contributions, a special rule 
applies in determining the portion of a distribution that is includible in gross income (but for the 
qualified charitable distribution provision) and thus is eligible for qualified charitable 
distribution treatment.  Under the special rule, the distribution is treated as consisting of income 
first, up to the aggregate amount that would be includible in gross income (but for the qualified 
charitable distribution provision) if the aggregate balance of all IRAs having the same owner 
were distributed during the same year.  In determining the amount of subsequent IRA 
distributions includible in income, proper adjustments are to be made to reflect the amount 
treated as a qualified charitable distribution under the special rule. 

Distributions that are excluded from gross income by reason of the qualified charitable 
distribution provision are not taken into account in determining the deduction for charitable 
contributions under section 170. 

                                                            
13  Sec. 408(d)(8).  The exclusion does not apply to distributions from employer-sponsored retirement 

plans, including SIMPLE IRAs and simplified employee pensions (“SEPs”). 
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Under present law, the exclusion does not apply to distributions made in taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 2014. 

Description of Proposal 

The proposal reinstates and makes permanent the exclusion from gross income for 
qualified charitable distributions from an IRA. 

The proposal exempts any budgetary effects from the PAYGO scorecards under the 
Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010. 

Effective Date 

The proposal is effective for distributions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2014. 
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B. Estimated Revenue Effects 

 

Fiscal Years 
[Millions of Dollars] 

 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2015-20 2015-25 

             
-196 -659 -702 -775 -813 -855 -895 -933 -967 -1,001 -1,030 -4,000 -8,826 

             

 


